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Thesis Title

Reflecting on Architecture
Through Creative Journalism:

Blogging as a Design Thinking Model

Research Question

How could reflective blogging creatively inform
contemporary design thinking and making

methodologies in architecture pedagogy?



Abstract

e  Contemporary architecture discipline - Object-oriented professional practice
® Lessimportance to research-based design processes and study of lived experiences
®  Creative Reflection-On-Practice can equally contribute to architectural production.
® DPotential of reflective blogs for architecture and design explorations through
non-conformist methods:
o  Digital storytelling and multimedia as opposed to conventional print
magazines and books on architecture
® Architecture journalism and critical theory not recognized in the discipline

(pedagogy + practice)




Abstract

Recent mandates on open access publishing - blogs are emerging as vital formats of
‘digital scholarship’.

Assess impacts of blogging as a reflective and pedagogical design thinking model on
architecture:

o  Comparative analysis and mapping of existing blogs, a series of gaps in
contemporary blogging in architectural design will be identified in order to
experiment, develop and test an alternative blog format as a preliminary version
of reflective and pedagogical blogging for architectural education.

Contribution: Students, educators and practitioners can learn and share constructive

insights from previous designs for future projects.



Keywords

® architectural design

e cultural journalism

® research blogging

® design communication

e reflective writing

design thinking model
spatial narratives
conversational design
speculative architecture

architectural pedagogy
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NLOGATING AS A DESIGN THINKING MODEL Firdren Niewr

Scope

Il first phasse of this rescarch woald be to identity and analyse architeceure blogs, around the
world. Thes comprchenvive list of blogs for m-depeh analysis will focus ca archarecture and deagn
bloga over the put decade (2010 to present). The complete It of blogs 1o amadye will however be

%

d on & finer veries of critenta developed in cheir search, This will therefore entail an igramve proces
of dennificaton and wlecdoa. Cunearly, the broad categories of blogs identifted aze: (1) Coeparate
Blogs, (2) Magaxine Moge {3) Academic/Darabase Blags, and (4) Personal Bags. Tlhsstrated rhroagh

the contemparary dcourse of the COVIDIO pandemic and s impucts on archleeciuse design and
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Spatial Retrace

my reflective blog

He ottributes the door handle

your home greeting you with

handshake as you step into
warmth, not as a measure
temperature, but a feeling

of

gravitation that either soothes you
or puts you on the spot endowing
you with o myriad of responsibilities
to sustain the moments of coming
back to this space that would keep
greeting you with many more warm

handshakes.



my reflective blog: Spatial Retrace
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