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If we can write òbooksó



why publish an article?



A good writer can get a ~ 60 -80k word book put together in 6 months*

That means that the 10K word article should take them about1 month*

Given you have your resultsê
So donõt worry, now one is suggesting 12 papers/year. 

Relative Speed



Impact, òcertificateó of approval, and access

I can share some more stories about how this becoming more important 





It is also,

a good and clear way to communicate academic òfindingsó



Donõt have very high expectations

Academic articles generally donõt tend to get òHarry Potter likeó readershipê

In fact, in humanities and social sciences, up to 75% might get no citations
35% might get no readers at all (expect the editors and reviewers)



Why I am here?

- Introduce to you some new tools and thoughts which might help

- Propose ways to find journals ðand how to filter through themê

- Double blind peer reviewê what to expect and how to respond.

- Share with you some ideas regarding the abstracts

- Get to work on the abstracts and plan on how to move ahead



Some basics

- An article isnõt a philosophical manifesto: it is narrow in claim and context

- An article has to be well organized around only 1 clear idea

- An article doesnõt have to present groundbreaking discovery 

- An article has to be new ðbut not too newê (original is a better word)



What is a òpublishableó article?

- Approaches new evidence in an old way

- Approaches old evidence in a new way

- Approaches old evidence in a different old way



- What about approaches new evidence in a new wayê 

Maybe too much to ask from 1 paper

What is a òpublishableó article?

- Approaches new evidence in an old way

- Approaches old evidence in a new way

- Approaches old evidence in a different old way





How to start putting together a paper?

There are things to do before the abstract



1. Who is the audience?
- Experts in this field or a broader audience?

- Look for the journals (will go into this in more details)

2. What is the key message (what is that 1 idea)?

3. How is the paper structured?
- Intro ðanalysis ðresults ðdiscussion/conclusion

- Intro ðidea/statement ðproof  - discussion/conclusion

4. What do you have already ? (recycling is not only good for the environment )

You need to answer the following questions?
Thanks Eva Lantsoght

http://phdtalk.blogspot.com/2012/04/how-to-write-paper-in-two-days.html


- Essentially, effective titles:
Å Identify the articleõs main issue.

Å Begin with the articleõs subject matter.

Å Are accurate, unambiguous, specific and (when possible) complete.

Å Are as short as possible.

Å Are enticing and interesting; they make people want to read further. 

- Make it catchy and keep it specific. 

- Leave out phrases such as ôa study ofõ, ôinvestigations intoõ, ôobservations 
onõ; and avoid using abbreviations and jargon 

Your title should be REALLY òsexyó



- It is the first thing people will read ð
- and will make them decide to invest more time (or not)ê

- It could be a way to communicate with editors 
- You can send your abstract around to know if editors are interested

- You can send to other researchers for feedback

- It should overview all the important information in the article

The abstract is key to your article



- State why you embarked on the project ñoften some reference to a gap or 

debate in the literature or a persistent social problem.

- State what your project/study was about , the topic of the article.

- State how you did the project, your methodology .

- State what you found through the project, your findings .

- State what conclusions you draw from the project.

- Some abstracts include recommendations/contribution , although not 

necessary.

Your abstract ðin the general proposed order



ó

¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ 8kwords 
Or, in the case of the editors/reviewers, to think that is worth publishing

The recipe: (we will go back to this later)

1. An introduction (1 sentence)

2. A problem and/or research question (1/2 sentences) 

3. Highlight why/how no one answered this (1 sentence)

4. How you tackled this problem ðthe framework (1/2 sentences)

5. How you did the research ðthe methods (1 sentence)

6. The key results + implications (1/2 sentences)

6 to 9 expected sentencesê

Your abstract should be òsexy



To know your audience you must know your journalê



- Itõs a quality game: 

- Journals donõt get as many unsolicited publications as you thinkê they 

are always in need of high-quality research 

- Journals try to boost their metrics ðto get high -quality research 

- Journals try to make life easy for authors ðto get high -quality research 

Journals: some basics



- Itõs a quality game: 

- Journals donõt get as many unsolicited publications as you thinkê they 

are always in need of high-quality research 

- Journals try to boost their metrics ðto get high -quality research 

- Journals try to make life easy for authors ðto get high -quality research 

- Everything they do isê 
- ê. To  get high-quality research ê

Journals: some basics



That means you need to have ê



HIGH QUALITY RESEARCH

Easy recipe



- Low acceptance rates ðbetween myth and reality 
- Most case, desk rejects are included in the metricê 

- Journals will post the average time it takes to publish with themê 
- These are averagesê (usually they try to make them seem shorter)

- Review process ðthe more the òblindó reviewers the more workê
- We will get to this later 

Acceptance rate, review time and review process



A publication is like union between a journal and an article

There is really no turning backê 

So you should spend the time selecting the right journal



- Not so good ones (academically speaking): 
- Magazines 

- News/information journals

- Trade and prof. journals

- Society journals (some of them are good)

- With a grain of salt:
- Book chapters

- Note journals

- Review journals

- Local journals

- Non-US journals

- Electronic journals

- New Journals ðonly if you know editors or get a recommendation from someone you 

trustê

Types of Journals



- Good ones (organized based on possible rejection)

1. Regional journals (ex. Canadian)
Å Will be interested in regional studies

2. Newer journals (3 to 7 years)
Å Will be interested in new ideas

3. Interdisciplinary journals 
Å Will be interested in new connections/approaches (some people look down on 

them L)

4. Field journal 
Å Best place to get published if you are looking for a job J

5. Disciplinary journals
Å They are generally hostile to new ideasê But are generally prestigious

Types of Journals



1. Look at your bibliography 
- Or the citations in the references you are usingê

2. Use an index/ranking list

3. Use a journal finder tool

4. Do a quick literature review (to check the most recent articles)
- There are tools that can help

Selecting a Journal

Useful guide: https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


From the excellence list: ArchitecturalHistory

1. Look at your bibliography 



From the excellence list: Contextes

1. Look at your bibliography 



From the excellence list: 
Å Architectural Theory Review

1. Look at your bibliography 



From the excellence list: The Journal of Architecture

1. Look at your bibliography 



From the excellence list: American Journal of Sociology

1. Look at your bibliography 



From the excellence list: Canadian Journal of Communication 

1. Look at your bibliography 



From the excellence list: 
ÅRevue françaisede Sociologie
Å International Journal of Architectural Research: ArchNet-IJAR

And the list goes on

1. Look at your bibliography 



ÅSociétés & Représentations

ÅSciences du Design 

ÅAdministrative Science Quarterly

ÅRecherche en Communication

ÅArchitecture and Culture

1.5 Look at your bibliographyõs references 

https://www.cairn.info/revue-societes-et-representations.htm
https://www.cairn.info/revue-sciences-du-design.htm
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/asq
http://sites.uclouvain.be/rec/index.php/rec
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rfac20/current


2. An index 

- RIBA British Architectural Library Catalogue Online

- EBSCO Art Full Text - current list

- Avery Index to Architectural Periodicalsðcurrent list

- BirkhauserBuilding Types

- Art & Architecture Source

- Social Sciences Full Text

- DAAI: Design and Applied Arts Index

- CCA 

https://library.concordia.ca/

http://riba.sirsidynix.net.uk/uhtbin/webcat
https://proxy.library.mcgill.ca/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=aft
https://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/aft-coverage.pdf
https://library.columbia.edu/content/dam/libraryweb/locations/avery/avery_index/avery%20index%20current%20journals%206-21-18.pdf
http://www.degruyter.com/view/db/bdt
http://libezproxy.syr.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=asu
http://libezproxy.syr.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=ssf
http://search.proquest.com/daai?accountid=14214
https://library.concordia.ca/


2. A reference listê 

- Google scholar ðmetrics: 
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=top_venues&hl=en

https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=top_venues&hl=en


2. A reference listê 

- Scimago: https://www.scimagojr.com/

- Shape of science: 
- https://www.scimagojr.com/shapeofscience/

- Subject Bubble Chart and country ranks: 
- https://www.scimagojr.com/countryrank.php

- Journal ranking:

- https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php

https://www.scimagojr.com/
https://www.scimagojr.com/shapeofscience/
https://www.scimagojr.com/shapeofscience/
https://www.scimagojr.com/countryrank.php
https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php


2. A reference listê 

https://www.scimag
ojr.com/journalsearc
h.php?q=36450&tip
=sid&clean=0

https://www.scimagojr.com/journalsearch.php?q=36450&tip=sid&clean=0


3. A journal finder tool

- A quick note on keywords...

- Use an automated system online, which will reflect what the journals use 

now

- If your abstract doesnõt return the òexpected keywordsó you might be doing 

something wrongê 

http://www.cortical.io/extract-keywords.html
https://linguakit.com/en/keyword-extractor

http://www.cortical.io/extract-keywords.html
https://linguakit.com/en/keyword-extractor


3. A journal finder tool

- Elsevier: 
https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/results?elsevierOnly=true&fieldsOfResearch=&goldOpenAccess=
true&keywords=Award%20Winner%2CAwardee%2CLeadership%20Award%2CNew%20Architecture
%2CArchitectural%20Design&paperAbstract=qualities%20in%20order%20to%20stand%20out%20in
%20the%20award%20competition.&paperTitle=&subscription=true

- Springer: https://journalsuggester.springer.com/

- Wiley: https://journalfinder.wiley.com/search?type=match
- Example output: Architecture Design

- Open access tools: https://www.enago.com/academy/journal-finder/
- Endaz: https://en-author-services.edanzgroup.com/journal-selector

https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/results?elsevierOnly=true&fieldsOfResearch=&goldOpenAccess=true&keywords=Award%20Winner%2CAwardee%2CLeadership%20Award%2CNew%20Architecture%2CArchitectural%20Design&paperAbstract=qualities%20in%20order%20to%20stand%20out%20in%20the%20award%20competition.&paperTitle=&subscription=true
https://journalsuggester.springer.com/
https://journalsuggester.springer.com/
https://journalfinder.wiley.com/search?type=match
https://journalfinder.wiley.com/search?type=match
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/page/journal/15542769/homepage/productinformation.html
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/page/journal/15542769/homepage/productinformation.html
https://www.enago.com/academy/journal-finder/
https://en-author-services.edanzgroup.com/journal-selector
https://en-author-services.edanzgroup.com/journal-selector


4. Do a quick review using database search

https://library.concordia.ca/
https://scholar.google.com/

https://library.concordia.ca/
https://scholar.google.com/


4. Do a quick review using database search

- Boolean Operators:
- AND: The AND operator is inclusionary and thus limits your search.

- OR: The OR operator offers flexible inclusion, and typically broadens your search results.

- NOT: The NOT operator is exclusionary ðit excludes specific search terms and so the 

query will not return any results with that term (or terms) in them.

- ASTERISK *: The asterisk can be used on most resume databases and non-Internet 

search engines as a root word/stem/truncation search. 

- ( ): to encapsulate OR

- ò ò: exact phrases

skyscraper AND Skyline AND Politics



4. Do a quick review using tools

https://iris.ai/

https://iris.ai/


You found a possible journal list - how to choose?




